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MINUTES OF THE 250*" MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF COUNCIL
OF ARCHITECTURE HELD ON 02 JUNE, 2023 FROM 1.00 P.M. ONWARDS, IN THE
OFFICE OF THE COUNCIL OF ARCHITECTURE, INDIA HABITAT CENTRE, LODHI
ROAD, NEW DELHI.

Present :

1) Prof. Abhay Purohit, President, COA

2) Ar. Gajanand Ram, Vice-President, COA
3) Ar. R. Ramesh Kumar, Member

4) Ar. Punit Sethi, Member

5) Ar. Lalichan Zacarias, Member

6) Ar. P. Vaitinadin, Member

Ar. Nand Lal Chandel, Member, could not attend the meeting due to his pre-occupation.
In attendance:

1) Shri R. K. Oberoi, Registrar-Secretary
2) Shri Deepak Kumar, Administrative Officer

The Chairman thanked the members of the Executive Committee and Officers of the
Council for attending the meeting. He stated that the meeting got delayed due to a national
workshop conducted by Suhsant University on future of Architectural Education.
Thereafter, the regular agenda of the meeting was taken up.

ITEM | CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF 249™ MEETING OF THE
NO.01 | EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE HELD ON 28 APRIL 2023.

The Minutes of the 249" Meeting of the Executive Committee as approved by
the Chairman were circulated to the Members on 08.05.2023 and no comments
have been received from the Hon’ble Members.

The Registrar-Secretary informed that after circulations of the minutes,
Resolution Number was added in the item no.3 which was missed out earlier.

The Executive Committee after perusal of the Minutes as attached with agenda
confirmed and approved the same.

ITEM | TO TAKE NOTE OF ACTION TAKEN REPORT ON THE MINUTES OF THE
NO.02 | 249*"MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE HELD ON 28" APRIL 2023.

The Executive Committee perused the action taken report on the minutes of
the 249™ meeting and noted the same.

ITEM | FINALIZATION OF THE PROPOSAL FOR AMENDMENTS IN THE
NO.03 | ARCHITECTS ACT, 1972.

The Executive Committee noted that the Members of the Council were |
requested to send their views/suggestions on definition on *Architectural
services”, however, no comments/suggestions were received and it was
decided all the Members of the Council be once again requested to send their
views and suggestions to the Council so that the same can be consolidated
and a proposal can be submitted to the Central Government for its
consideration and further action. L/ SCOUNSN
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The Registrar-Secretary informed that the comments have been received from
Ar. Vishal Vyas, Member, Council of Architecture.

The Committee perused the views and suggestion and noted that the objective
and purpose of the proposed amendments have already been detailed out in
the proposal for amendments to the Architects Act, 1972.

The Chairman requested the members of the Executive committee to send
their views and suggestions, if any, within 15 days keeping in view, the views
shared by Ar. Vishal Vyas, Member, COA.

The Chairman informed the members that in order to arrive at consensus with
others bodies like Institution of Engineers India, Institution of Surveyors, A,
[IID etc. on proposed amendments, the Council would like to have meetings
with them. He informed that he alongwith Registrar had a meeting in Kolkata
with representatives of Institution of Engineers India.

The Executive Committee appreciated the initiative of the Chairman and
suggested that the proposal for amendments be submitted to the Central
Government at the earliest.

ITEM
NO.04

TO TAKE NOTE OF MEMORANDUM BETWEEN COUNCIL OF |
ARCHITECTURE AND ALLIANCE FOR AN ENERGY EFFICIENT
ECONOMY (AEEE).

The Chairman informed the members that the Council of Architecture and the
Alliance for an Energy Efficient Economy (AEEE) have entered into an MOU to
collaborate and share knowledge among the Architectural Institutions in India
leading to better industry-readiness of students.

The Executive Committee perused the MOU and appreciated the efforts made
by the Council for this initiative.

ITEM
NO.05

TO CONSIDER THE REPORT /RECOMMENDATIONS OF SUB
COMMITTEE TO ASSIST THE COUNCIL OF ARCHITECTURE TO
SUGGEST CHANGES TO THE CURRICULUM IN ARCHITECTURAL
INSTITUTIONS ON THE ISSUES RELATED TO CLIMATE CHANGE.

The Registrar-Secretary informed the members that the Council constituted a
Sub-Committee, to assist the Council of Architecture to suggest changes in the
syllabus in B. Arch course on the issues related to climate change.

The Committee has so far had 8 meeting and report of the Committee shall be
submitted shortly. The Executive committee noted the information.

ITEM
NO.06

TO TAKE NOT OF AMENDMENT AND ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA AS
SUBMITTED TO MINISTRY OF EDUCATION, GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
FOR APPROVAL.

The Chairman informed the members that the Council vide letter dated
11.05.2023 has sought approval of full Council by circulation of papers for
amending the eligibility criteria for admission to B. Arch course.
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After approval of the Council a letter dated 22.05.2023 was submitted to the
Ministry of Education, Government of India, for approval.

The Chairman and Registrar-Secretary had a meeting on 01.06.2023 with Ms.
Saumya Gupta Joint Secretary (NITs), Ministry of Education, Govt. of India,
and it was agreed that a proposal be submitted to the Ministry for amending
the eligibility criteria of B. Arch Course in line with the eligibility for Engineering
courses.

The Executive Committee after deliberation agreed that a further resolution be
submitted for approval of the Council in the matter.

ITEM | TO TAKE NOTE OF THE PROGRESS MADE FOR CONDUCT OF NATA
NO.07 | 2023.
The Registrar Secretary informed the members that the Council has
successfully conducted 15t NATA of 2023 on 21.04.2023.
The Second NATA test would be held on 03.06.2023 at 93 centers all over
India and 8 International centers. A total of 17183 candidates have registered
for 2" TEST of NATA 2023.
The Executive Committee noted the information.
ITEM | TO CONSIDER FOR GRANT OF HONORARIUM TO THE OFFICERS AND
NO.08 | EMPLOYEES OF THE COUNCIL FOR NATA 2022 EXAMINATION.

The Chairman, informed the members that the Council has been conducting
National Aptitude Test in Architecture (NATA) since 2006 for admission to B.
Arch Course. The NATA 2022 was conducted online in CBT mode all over India
on three days in two shifts.

The Executive committee went through the agenda item and noted that all the
officers and employees of the Council had diligently carried out the assigned
work for smooth conduct of NATA 2022 examination online. All the officers and
employees of the Council carried out this additional activity by working beyond
office hours, attending office on Saturday & Sunday and on Gazetted holidays
and even working from their home.

The Executive Committee further noted that the Council is functioning with a
very skeleton staff and payment of honorarium for the laborious activity spread
out to almost 6-7 months of the year, would motivate and keep their moral high
and compensate them for the contribution made by them by leaving aside their
social and family life and working tirelessly for successful conduct of the
examination and announcement of resulit.

The Executive Committee after deliberations decided that all the Officers and
Employees of the Council (i.e. Regular as well as Contractual) be paid
Honorarium equivalent to one month basic pay plus DA as on May 2023 to
compensate them for carrying out the additional duties and responsibilities for
the successful conduct of NATA 2022 examination.

The Executive Committee further authorized the Chairman to decide the
honorarium for NATA examination for the year 2023 onwards.
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ITEM | TO TAKE NOTE OF ONLINE MEETING WITH OFFICIALS OF ARCHITECTS
NO.09 | REGISTRATION BOARD, UK FOR ENTERING INTO RECIPROCAL
ARRANGEMENTS FOR RECOGNITION OF ARCHITECTURAL
QUALIFICATIONS IN EACH OTHER’S COUNTRY.

The Chairman informed the members though lot of Indian students undergo
architectural qualifications in UK but in the absence of reciprocal arrangements
and/or non-recognition under the Architects Act, they could not get registration
as an architect as well as employment. Further, Indian Architects are facing
problems to practice architecture or teach as faculty in UK.

Therefore, in order to address the problems faced by Indian students,
architects and faculty members, the Council requested the Architects
Registration Board (ARB), UK for entering into reciprocal arrangements. After
confirmation from ARB side the meeting was fixed for 2" June, 2023, to
discuss and deliberate the issue of entering into reciprocal arrangements for
recognition of architectural qualifications in each other's country so that
students, professionals, faculty members and institutions in each other's
country can be benefited.

B e — e e —S

Accordingly, Ms. Emma Metthews, Director of Governess and international and
Mr. Rob Wilson, International Manger from Architects Registration Board, UK
and Chairman, Vice-Chairman and other members of EC along with Registrar
and Administrative Officer attended the meeting on behalf of the Council of
Architecture.

The ARB officials informed the provisions of the Architect Act in UK and other
relevant norms for registration of Architects in UK and also informed that they
are in the process of amending some of the requirements for registration as an
Architect.

The Chairman, EC, made a presentation highlighting the provisions of the
Architects Act, 1972, duties of functions in Council, number of Architects,
number of Institutions in India and process followed for registration an architect
and for approval of architectural institutions for imparting recognized
qualifications. Both sides agreed to have further discussions in order to arrive
at consensus for entering into Mutual Recognition Agreement for recognition
of Architectural Qualifications in each other’s country.

‘ The Chairman, Executive Committee invited the officials of ARB to visit India
and also to have a look on Architectural institutions in India.

The Chairman informed the ARB officials that some academicians from India
would be visiting UK for UK Design week in the last week of June and they
would meet the officials of ARB for carry on the dialogue further. I

The Chairman thanked the officials ARB for attending the meeting and showing
their positive interest for having reciprocal arrangement with Council.

I ITEM |TO TAKE NOTE OF PROGRESS ON ONLINE ASSESSMENT AND
l NO.10 | APPROVAL OF INSTITUTIONS IMPARTING B.ARCH./M.ARCH DEGREE
COURSES IN THE COUNTRY FOR THE ACADEMIC SESSION 2023-2024.

The Chairman, Executive Committee informed the members that he has
constituted a Sub-Committee for online assessment of Form A (Quantitative
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details) and Form B (Qualitative details) received from institutions for grant of
approval for imparting B.Arch./M.Arch. course for 2023-2024 and for further
consideration of the Council. The members of the Sub-Committee are as
under:

1. Ar. Milind Kollegal, Convenor 2 Ar.Pushkar Kanvinde, Member
3. Ar.Radhika Nagpal, Member 4. Ar.Chirayut Bhatt, Member

5. Ar.Binumol Tom, Member 6. Ar. Anupama Sharma, Member
7. Ar.Milind Gujarkar, Member | 8. Ar. Archana Singh Rathore, Member
9. Ar.O0.P. Bawane, Member | 10. Ar.J. Jayakumar, Member

11.Ar.N.GopalKrishna, Member 12.Ar.Nandini Kulkarni, Member
13.Ar.Prasanna Desai, Member 14 Ar.K. Nagaraju, Member
15.Ar.S.Sum_anR_ekha, Member 16.A£Raj@{ Garg, Member

The Sub-Committee was provided access to the application forms for
extension of approval and were distribute/allot online assessment of Form B
by the Convenor. Form A was evaluated online by the Software to generate
score based on the information filled up by the institutions. Form A carries an
overall weightage of 40 while Form B has a weightage of 60.

Apart from the members of the Sub-Committee, about 100 assessors from
academic background from different parts of the country were identified and
online Orientation Programs were conducted for them by the Sub-Committee
for training them.

The assessors were allotted assignment for online assessment of Form B of
institutions. The Form B of each institution was allotted to two assessors who
separately submitted their reports on Form B online. The assessors did not
know the identity of the allotted institution nor the other assessor appointed for
their allotted institutions. The process of online assessinent of Form B of
institutions is under process.

Further, a meeting of the members of the Sub-Committee with the President,
Council of Architecture was conducted on May 23, 2023 and decisions/criteria
proposed in the meeting for assessment and grant of approval for extension of
approval were placed before the Executive Committee.

The Executive Committee after detailed deliberation on the recommendations
of the Sub-committee decided as follows:

1. Where there is a difference of more than 20% in the scores given by two
assessors, there shall be a moderation of scores by one moderator.

2. The assessment of Form B for those institutions which are scoring more
than 85 score may be moderated by two moderators.

3. For combined score of Form A & Form B of 100, the criteria for grant of
approval may be as follows:
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Sl. | Combined score .| Criteria for grant of Extension of Approval for
No. | of Form A and | B.Arch. course for 2023-2024

Form B obtained

| by Institutions |

1 | 85and above ' May be considered for 3 years extension of
| approval B.Arch. or more after inspection
2 75 t0 84.99 May be considered for 2 years extension of

approval B.Arch. provided the institution has
scored at least 70% marks in Form B ie. 42
marks.

3 60 to 74.99 | May be considered for 1 year extension of
consider for 1 | approval B.Arch.

year
4 55 to 59.99 | May be considered for 1 year extension of
Comply within 1 | approval B.Arch. subject to compliance of
year deficiencies in faculty and/or infrastructure before
commencement of academic session 2023-2024.
5 |lLessthan54.99 | Inspection tobe undertaken |
The Executive Committee perused the list of institutions assessed by the Sub-
committee falling under categories 1, 2 & 3 of the above table for grant of
extension of approval for B.Arch. course and decided that the extension of
approval to the above institutions be granted based on the above criteria.

The Executive Committee also decided that the same criteria may be followed
for grant of extension of approval to remaining Institutions which are yet to be
assessed/ inspected.

Alist of institutions approved by the Executive committee along with their intake
is enclosed herewith as Appendix- A.

ITEM | TO TAKE NOTE OF THE MEETING HELD WITH INSTITUTIONS OF
NO.11 | ENGINEERS INDIA, KOLKATA.

The Chairman informed the members that he along with Registrar, COA, had
a meeting with the representatives of Institution of Engineers India, Kolkata on
20.05.2023.

The meeting was very fruitful and it was agreed to constitute a committee
having representatives of COA and IEl to discuss the issues of mutual concern.

The Executive committee noted the information.

ITEM | TO TAKE NOTE OF THE JURY CONSTITUTED BY THE COUNCIL OF
NO.12 | ARCHITECTURE REGARDING IDEAS DESIGN COMPETITION FOR
ERECTION OF ICONIC STRUCTURE AT RAO TULA RAM FLYOVER TO T1
TERMINAL, IGI AIRPORT NEW DELHI.

The Registrar-Secretary informed the members that the Chairman has
constituted jury to evaluate entries received for Ideas Design Competition for
Erection of lconic Structure at Rao Tula Ram Flyover to T1 Terminal, 1GI
airport, New Delhi, organized by Council of Architecture on behalf of National
Highways Authority of India (NHAI). The Jury consists of following members :
| Ar. B.R Mohan, Convenor

| Ar. Mauktik Trivedi, Member CEARCE
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Ar. Sabeena Khanna, Member

The Jury met on 315t May, 2023 and also visited the site. The Jury after
deliberation and evaluation of entries has submitted their report.

The Executive committee noted the information.

ITEM | TO TAKE NOTE OF THE JURY CONSTITUTED BY THE COUNCIL OF
NO.13 | ARCHITECTURE REGARDING IDEAS DESIGN COMPETITION FOR
DESIGN OF BOUNDARY WALLS.
The Registrar-Secretary informed the members that the Chairman has
constituted a jury to evaluate entries received for Ideas Design Competition for
Design of Boundary of walls at National Highway organized by Council of
Architecture on behalf of National Highways Authority of India (NHAI). The Jury
consists of following members:
Ar. Sanjaykumar J. Razdan, Convenor
Ar. Tony Joseph, Member
Ar. Tushar Sogani, Member
The Jury met on 30t May, 2023 and after evaluation of entries and
deliberations has submitted their report.
The Executive committee noted the information.
ITEM |TO CONSIDER LETTER DATED 05.05.2023 FROM MH59-OYSTER
NO.14 | COLLEGE OF ARCHITECTURE TO PERMIT IT TO APPLY FOR

EXTENSION OF APPROVAL FOR 2023-2024 IN TERMS OF ORDER
DATED 25.04.2023 IN WRIT PETITION 3936 OF 2023 OF HON’BLE HIGH
COURT OF AURANGABAD.

in receipt of a letter dated 05.05.2023 from MH59-Oyster College of
Architecture to permit it to apply for extension of approval for 2023-2024 as
well as consider request for change of premises, in terms of order dated
25.04.2023 in Writ Petition 3936 of 2023 of Hon’ble High Court of Aurangabad.

e The Institution applied for extension of approval for the academic year
2019-20 and also applied the change of location of the institution. Since
the Council did not conduct inspection of the institution during the
academic session due to Covid, the request for change of new
location/premises could not be processed, though the extension of
approval was granted on the basis of application submitted.

¢ The Institution applied for extension of approval for the academic session
2020-21 and the extension of approval was granted on the Institution basis
of application submitted, inspection could not be conducted due to Covid.

¢ During the academic session 2021-22, the Institution was served notice on
10.06.2021 for closure for non-filling of even 30% of their sanctioned intake
in 5-year B.Arch. Degree Coursein last three consecutive years.

The Institution vide letter dated 11.09.2021 requested the Council for special
permission for extension of Approval for imparting B.Arch. course for the
AR
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academic session 2021-2022 and has submitted the Affidavit to Council to
comply with the norms of the Council for maintenance of adequate
infrastructure and faculty.

On the basis of Affidavit submitted by the institution, the Council vide letter
dated 13th September 2021 had accorded the Extension of Approval for
imparting 5-year full-time B.Arch. course for the academic session 2021-
2022.

e The institution did not submit its application for extension of approval to the
Council for the academic session 2022-2023. Council, vide letter dated 9th
September 2022, directed the institution to apply for closure for non-
submission of application.

e The Council also appointed Mr. Ajay Dattatray Kulkarni as Administrator of
the Council of Architecture on 29.11.2022 to oversee the academic affairs
of the institution and assist in carrying out closure of the institution and
transfer of students in a smooth manner.

The institution preferred to file a Writ Petition 3936 of 2023 before Hon’ble High
Court of Aurangabad which disposed of the petition with a direction to the
Council to consider the representations of the institution forwarded by the
Council within 3 weeks. The institution in the writ petition has prayed that if the
Council permits change of site and reduction in intake to 20, the institution
could survive. |

The Executive Committee deliberated the matter in detail and decided that the \
request of the institution for continuation to impart Architectural education be
considered, as the institution had applied for change of site in 2019, which
could not be processed by the Council due to Pandemic of Covid 19. The
Executive Committee also noted that Institution had failed to seek approval of |
the Council during academic session 2022-2023.

The Executive Committee, therefore, decided that the institution be advised to
submit application for extension of approval for the academic years 2022-23
and 2023-24 along with requisite fine/ penaity as per rules of the Council and
inspection be conducted immediately on their application for extension of
approval for the academic years 2022-23 and 2023-24 as well as for change
of site.

ITEM | TO CONSIDER THE INFORMATION RECEIVED FROM THE COATRC
NO.15 | PUNE & BHOPAL.

Thg consideration of this item was differed to the next meeting due to paucity
ITEM zfrjl;ngTHER ITEM WITH THE PERMISSION OF THE CHAIR.
NO.1$. TO TAKE NOTE OF THE COMMITTEE CONSTITUTED BY THE COUNCIL OF

ARCHITECTURE TO |IDENTIFY SUITABLE NAMES FOR MAKING
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR GRANT OF PADMA AWARDS BY

QUN,

f
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The Chairman informed the members that Ministry of Home Affairs, Govt. of India, vide
letter no.1/13/2023-Public dated 25" April, 2023, has asked the Council to identify
suitable persons who could be conferred Padma Awards.

Further, in order to lay down the criteria for identifying suitable candidates in the field
of architecture, he has constituted a committee consisting of following members:

1) Ar.Lalichan Zacharias, Convenor
2) Ar.Durganand Balsavar, Member
3) Prof.Ujjwala Chakradeo, Member
4) Prof Prasanna Desai, Member
5) Ar.Jitendra Mehta, Member

The Committee shall develop the criteria for receiving the applications/nominations from
Architects online by the Council based on their experience in the concerned field, work
done for social and backward classes of people, low-income group persons and their
overall contribution to the Architecture Education and/or Profession.

The Committee Members shall not recommend any person who is their relative, friend
or having any direct or indirect pecuniary relations with them. The Committee is required
to submit its report/recommendations by 30" July, 2023 for inviting portfolios,
biographies, testimonials, as may deemed fit for the purpose.

The Executive Committee noted the information and desired that the Committee
should carry out its assignment at the earliest.

TO TAKE THE NOTE OF PROGRESS OF COMMITTEE FOR UNIVERSAL
ACCESSIBILITY AND CERTIFICATION OF AUDITORS.

The Registrar-Secretary, informed the members that President, Council of
Architecture constituted a committee for preparation of Manual for Universal
Accessibility and Certification of Auditors. The Committee was given the task
developing an action plan for certification of auditors.

He invited the attention of members towards an email received from Ar. Kiran S.
Mahajani, Convenor, and proposed action plan for the Certification of Auditors.

The Executive Committee deliberated in the matter and decided that as regards
conduct of workshops, launching of app and registration of Auditors by the
Council, the matter be discussed with the officials of DEPWD and their written
consent be taken for the same including financial assistance required to meet
the expenditure in the matter.

Further, as regards Training of Auditors the Committee decided to constitute a
Sub-Committee consisting of Prof. Kiran Mahajani, Dr. Atul Singla and Dr. Manoj
Kumar, to prepare detailed course material for training of Auditors within a period
of 1 months on the lines of suggestions made by Manual of Universal Access
Committee so that the training can start.

The Committee further suggested to conduct Training at minimum 24 institutions
across the country.

TO CONSIDER AUTHORIZING REGISTRAR, COUNCIL OF ARCHITECTURE
TO FILE SUIT FOR PERMANENT AND MANDATORY INJUNCTION,
RESTRAINING SHRI HARRISH K BAJAJ FROM VISITING THE OFFICE OF
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COUNCIL OF ARCHITECTURE AND PUBLISHING, SENDING ANY
DEROGATORY, DEFAMATORY AND FALSE LETTERS TO COUNCIL
MEMBERS, DISCIPLINARY COMMITTEE MEMBERS, OFFICIALS OF THE
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION, ARCHITECTURAL INSTITUTIONS AND
MEMBERS OF PUBLIC & & ALSO FILING A COMPLAINT UNDER SECTION
200 CR.P.C AGAINST THE ACCUSED SHRI HARRISH K. BAJAJ, FOR
PROSECUTION FOR OFFENCES COMMITTED UNDER SECTIONS
186/188/269/499 OF IPC BY HIM.

The Registrar-Secretary, informed the members that the Council has filed a
complaint with Lodhi Colony, Police Station against Shri Harrish K. Bajaj forE
Derogatory, Defamatory and false Letters being sent to Council Members,
Members of Disciplinary Committee, officials of the Ministry of Education,
Architectural Institutions and Members of public.

However, no action has been taken by Lodhi Colony, Police Station of Delhi
Police till now. Further, Mr. Harish Bajaj is continuously sending defamatory and
derogatory communications to the officers of the Council, officers of the Ministry
of Education and Council Members, Architectural Institutions.

He further informed that the advocate of the Council has suggested to file suit
for Permanent and Mandatory Injunction and also a complaint under section 200
Cr.P.C against the accused Shri Harrish K. Bajaj, for Prosecution for offences
committed under sections 186/188/269/499 of IPC.

The Executive Committee after deliberations passed the following Resolution :
Resolution No:536
Resolved that :

1) Shri Raj Kumar Oberoi, Registrar, is authorised to file Permanent and
Mandatory Injunction before appropriate Court of Law and also a
complaint under section 200 Cr.P.C against the accused Shri Harrish K.
Bajaj, for Prosecution for offences committed under sections
186/188/269/499 of IPC before the Competent Magistrate; and

2) To carry out any other/ further proceedings in the matter in public interest
and to uphold the provisions of the Architects Act, 1972 and Rules and
Regulations framed thereunder.

PrTIN
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The meeting ended at 5:30 p.m. with a vote of thanks to the Chair. w
DEM
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